


25X1 



But river rose again; by 10 



August, all-time record 
height — 57 feet (previous 
high, ¥n 1931 flood, 53-1/2 

feet) 

M\. 

1 < 4 3 x fjood worst in modern Chinese 

‘ atT:'. 

history. 

A. Aflected an area of 95,000 
square miles: did US $1.3 
billion damage. 

B. Washed out millions in cities, 


also 25 million farmers. 
IV. Present food purchases abroad 
insufficient to meet disaster. 
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Moreover, Peiping committed to 


rt 470,000 tons rice to 


expo 


Ceylon for rubber; 200,000 t 


tons to UboR. 


Peiping 1 s public admission flood 
damage suggests might now welcome 


foreign relief. 


soviet aid likely: Pfavda 


prestige in Orbit 


ino-soviet "friendship” 


e vesture necessary 
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VI . Also precedent for Communist 
acceptance Western relief. 


A. East. Germany, Hungary have 
accepted US flood relief, 
Rumania politely declined, 




Czechoslovakia has not replied. 


Hungary also accepted Dutch 
offer of 50,000 guilders 


(US $13,000) 


B. East German propaganda plays 
acceptance of US offer as 
expression policy of 
"furthering. . . international 


understand ing . " 


VII. Peiping's position more awkward re 


possible US offer. 

A. Has always denied possibility 
U s of "genuine Iricndly aid" 




from US 


Approve?! 
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